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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEC, PINS, ET 
SUBJECT: CONGEN SECURITY 

1 . DURING MY NOVEMBER 9 CALL ON COMMANDER SHIBRU MESLAL, CO OF THE 
SMALL NAVY DETACHMENT IN ASMARA AND CO-OCCUPIER OF TRACT A WITH THE 
CONSULATE GENERAL, HE DESCRIBED HIS RESPONSIBILITIES FOR SECURITY 
OF OUR DISTRICT OR KEBELE (ONE OF 13 IN ASMARA) WHICH IS THE LARGEST 
IN THE CITY. IT IS SHIBRU'S RESPONSIBILITY TO COORDINATE THE 
KEBELE SECURITY WITH THE 6TH PRICINCT MUNICIPAL POLICE, POLICE 
COMMANDOS, THE 15TH BRIGADE, AND THE 35TH BATTALION CO-LOCATED IN 
THIS AREA. COORDINATION IS ESSENTIAL TO AVOID FIREFIGHTS BE- 
TWEEN EPMG SECURITY UNITS. A USUAL PATTERN IS FOR SEVERAL 
INFILTRATORS TO LOOSE OFF A FEW ROUNDS AT NIGHT AND IMMEDIATELY 
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OFTEN PRODUCES RIFLE AND AUTOMATIC FIRE (MOSTLY AT A 45 DEGREE 
ANGLE) LASTING 30 TO 40 MINUTES WITH HUNDREDS OF ROUNDS EXPENDED 
FUTILELY. ONLY ON RARE OCCASIONS DOES A REACTION FORCE LEAVE ITS 
ENCAMPMENT IN VEHICLES, NEVER ON FOOT. THERE ARE FEW ROVING 
VEHICLE PATROLS AT NIGHT APPARENTLY FOR FEAR OF AMBUSH. 

2. CDR SHIBRU, HOWEVER, MAINTAINS VERY TIGHT WEAPON CONTROL ON 
HIS OWN MEN. HE HAS IMPOSED A STANDING FINE OF E$5 FOR EVERY 
ROUND SHOT OFF AT NIGHT. AS CONSEQUENCE, FOR PAST YEAR (SHIBRU 
TOOK CHARGE OF NAVY HEADQUARTERS IN NOV. 75) WE HAVE SELDOM 
WITNESSED FIRING FROM TRACT A. DESPITE INCOMING ROUNDS FROM 
NEARBY. ACCORDING TO SHIBRU. ARRESTS OF CURFEW VIOLATORS IN THIS 
VICINITY ARE ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT SHOOTING. 

3. COMMENT: IF OTHER ASMARA COMMANDERS EXERCISED AS STRICT WEAPON 
DISCIPLINE AS THE NAVY. THE SAVINGS IN AMMUNITION COSTS WOULD BE 
ENORMOUS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE EXTENSIVE FIREFIGHT NEAR TRACT B 
(KAGNEW STATION) DURING NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 8-9 WAS, AS IT TURNED 
OUT, ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY BETWEEN FLAME DIV. TROOPS AT TRACT C 

AND THE 2ND DIVISION GUARDS AT TRACT B (NAVCOMMU ASMARA DTG 
091100Z NOV 76). FORTUNATELY VERY FEW CASUALTIES OCCUR IN THESE 
EXCHANGES (NONE ON NOV 8-9), PROBABLY BECAUSE TROOPERS HIDING 
BEHIND WALLS AND BARRICADES CAN ONLY FIRE UPWARDS. 
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